
saskatchewan.ca/invest 

Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage

Saskatchewan is committed to supporting CCS/CCUS projects in all sectors

What is CCS/CCUS?
• Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) and Carbon 

Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) are processes 
that involve the capture of carbon dioxide (CO2) from 
stationary sources and the transportation of CO2 so it 
can later be converted into usable products, injected for 
enhanced oil recovery (EOR), or injected for storage.

Our Competitive Edge
• Saskatchewan is already a world leader in implementing 

carbon capture and sequestration technologies, and has 
successfully operated CO2-EOR projects for more than 
25 years, resulting in more than 200 million barrels of 
incremental recovery.

• The province possesses extensive institutional 
knowledge and expertise at the International CCS 
Knowledge Centre, the Petroleum Technology Research 
Centre and the Saskatchewan Research Council. 

• Saskatchewan offers competitive incentives, world class 
geology, and outcome-based regulations that put the 
province in a strong position to successfully build large 
scale CCS/CCUS projects.

• The Government of Saskatchewan has committed to a 
number of priorities, with an aim to incentivize private 
sector investment in CCS/CCUS projects that strives to 
achieve Saskatchewan’s economic and environmental 
goals in tandem.   

Investment Climate
• Integrated CCS/CCUS Hubs: Saskatchewan is one of 

the few jurisdictions that has the potential to leverage 
economies of scale and create large scale multi-
facility CCS/CCUS hubs for carbon storage and EOR 
– particularly in the Regina-Moose Jaw and Greater 
Lloydminster areas.

• Client-Focused Government: Saskatchewan is 
advancing the development of a greenhouse gas (GHG) 
credit generation program for new and expanded CCS/
CCUS projects, with a focus on value maximization and 
predictability. 

• Competitive Incentives: Saskatchewan Petroleum 
Innovation Incentive (SPII) and Oil and Gas Processing 
Investment Incentive (OGPII) provide transferrable 
royalty credits to eligible projects, worth 25 and 15 per 
cent, respectively. Saskatchewan has also expanded 
the Oil Infrastructure Investment Program (OIIP) which 
provides a 20 per cent transferrable royalty credit to 
include CO2  pipeline projects.

• Proven Expertise: Saskatchewan has 12 CO2  EOR 
projects in operation, as well as SaskPower’s Boundary 
Dam Unit 3 CO2  capture project, which is the world’s 
first integrated post-combustion CO2  capture project – 
capturing over 4 million tonnes of CO2  since 2014.

Disclaimer: The information in this document is accurate as of May 2022; however, the Government of Saskatchewan accepts no liability for any actions taken as a result of 
the information contained herein.

For more information, contact:
Teigan Trew
Manager of Royalty Programs, Energy Policy 
Ministry of Energy and Resources
Phone: (306) 787-2604
Email: teigan.trew@gov.sk.ca

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/saskatchewan-petroleum-innovation-incentive
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/saskatchewan-petroleum-innovation-incentive
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/oil-and-gas-processing-investment-incentive
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/oil-and-gas-processing-investment-incentive
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/oil-infrastructure-investment-program
mailto:teigan.trew%40gov.sk.ca?subject=
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Helium Investment Opportunities
Saskatchewan offers clean, abundant, and reliable sources of helium

Our Competitive Edge
The Saskatchewan Geological Survey has conducted two 
comprehensive geological studies, in 2016 and 2021, 
to confirm that Saskatchewan has world-class helium 
resources and significant development opportunities. A 
review of analyses of gases from 88,000 oil and gas wells, 
in sedimentary rocks of southern Saskatchewan, identified 
over 200 locations with helium concentrations greater than 
0.3% and 100 locations greater than 0.5%. Of those, 29 have 
greater than 1% He. Locations of the wells are distributed 
across the southernmost 25 townships. The distribution of 
the elevated helium occurrences greatly expands the helium 
exploration potential beyond the current producing area. 

More information on this work can be found in the recently 
released Energy and Resources Geological Survey report: 
2021-2: Helium in Southern Saskatchewan: Geological 
Setting and Prospectivity.

The Government of Saskatchewan also recently launched 
the Helium Action Plan: From Exploration to Exports, which 
was developed with significant contributions from industry 
stakeholders. The Plan’s goal is for Saskatchewan to produce 
10% of the world’s helium supply by 2030.

The Helium Action Plan set out a vision that includes:

• Creating 500 + new permanent full-time jobs and 
support for thousands of construction and services 
sector jobs;

• Increasing production through an additional 150 + 
dedicated helium production wells; 

• Generating annual exports worth more than $500 
million; and,

• Building up to 15 purification and liquefaction facilities. 

Saskatchewan has world-class helium resources and significant development opportunities.

To achieve these goals, the Government of Saskatchewan 
has committed to implementing a comprehensive suite 
of new deliverables that seek to support competitiveness 
across the entire helium value-chain including exploration, 
production, processing, innovation, and export 
infrastructure. 

A few notable deliverables from the Helium Action Plan 
include a comprehensive government-led helium reserves 
study, incentives for exploratory wells and new-to-
Saskatchewan innovations, and working groups geared 
towards innovation commercialization and establishing 
helium liquefaction capacity. 

Saskatchewan currently offers competitive helium royalty 
rates, of 4.25%, and competitive incentive programs 
available for the helium sector: the Oil and Gas Processing 
Investment Incentive (OGPII) and the Saskatchewan 
Petroleum Innovation Incentive (SPII), which provide 
royalty-credit-based rebates on eligible costs of 15% and 
25%, respectively.

As of November 2021, there are many active helium 
companies holding more than 500 combined helium 
leases and permits for exploration and production 
activities, which encompasses over 4 million hectares of 
land.

Saskatchewan also has three active helium purification 
facilities, including North American Helium’s facility in 
Southwest Saskatchewan, which is currently the largest 
helium purification facility in Canada.

https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115248
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115248
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/helium-action-plan#utm_campaign=q2_2015&utm_medium=short&utm_source=%2Fhelium-action-plan
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/oil-and-gas-processing-investment-incentive
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/oil-and-gas-processing-investment-incentive
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/saskatchewan-petroleum-innovation-incentive
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-incentives-crown-royalties-and-taxes/saskatchewan-petroleum-innovation-incentive
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is accurate as of May 2022; however, the Government of Saskatchewan accepts no liability for any actions taken as a result of the 
information contained herein.

Investment Climate
• Opportunities for New Entrants: The helium sector 

is one of the fastest growing sectors in Saskatchewan 
and the Province’s land and mineral tenure regime, 
accessible geological data, competitive incentives, and 
low royalty rates support new entrants

• Low Emission Production: Saskatchewan’s helium 
deposits are mixed primarily with nitrogen. Nitrogen 
is not considered a greenhouse gas (GHG) and 
therefore has a low GHG footprint when compared to 
other jurisdictions that rely on large scale natural gas 
production for helium extraction.

• Client-Focused Government: The Government of 
Saskatchewan is committed to supporting the helium 
sector’s growth through the Helium Action Plan, and 
offers company-specific guidance on areas including, 
but not limited to, incentive programs, stakeholder 
engagement, environmental assessment processes, and 
regulatory approvals.

• Proven Resources: Saskatchewan is one of a few 
jurisdictions in North America with historical helium 
production. This sector, which operated in the 1960/70’s, 
serves as a foundation to build on from all facets of the 
current helium sector. 

Exploration and Production
• Data Driven Decisions: Saskatchewan’s helium industry 

can leverage oil and gas data, seismic exploration, and 
historical helium production data to inform investment 
decisions. The Government of Saskatchewan has also 
published helium-related analysis from studies covering 
more than 6,500 gas analyses tests, taken from wells 
across the province.

• Regulatory Excellence: Saskatchewan has a well-
established regulatory regime, focusing on responsible 
resource development and long-term economic 
competitiveness. 

• Growth Potential: With more than 200 potentially 
economic helium wells identified and a government 
commitment to support the sector’s development, 
Saskatchewan’s helium industry has a significant 
opportunity to scale operations and capitalize on global 
growth in helium demand. 

Processing
• Single Well Processing: Saskatchewan’s unique 

geology creates an opportunity for small-scale modular 
purification facilities that can act as a complementary, 
lower-cost and more flexible alternative to large-scale 
infrastructure projects.

Helium Investment Opportunities

• Competitive Incentives: Saskatchewan’s OGPII program 
offers a 15% transferrable royalty credit rebate to value-
added helium purification and liquefaction projects.

Innovation
• Commitment to Innovation: The Government 

of Saskatchewan is committed to innovation 
commercialization and will continue working alongside 
industry to advance new technologies and improve 
investment outcomes.

• Competitive Incentives: Saskatchewan’s SPII program 
offers a 25% transferrable royalty credit rebate to 
projects demonstrating new-to-Saskatchewan 
innovations in the helium sector

Exports 
• Efficient Transportation: The Government of 

Saskatchewan is committed to working with industry to 
ensure that Saskatchewan’s resources reach markets in 
the safest and most efficient manner possible.

Sustainability
• Helium extracted from wells in Saskatchewan can be 

up to 99 per cent less carbon intensive than helium 
extraction processes in other jurisdictions, according to 
industry experts.

The Bottom Line
Saskatchewan has world class helium resources, a 
competitive business, regulatory and investment 
climate as well as a client focused government to 
support the advancement of helium developments in 
Saskatchewan all the way from exploration to exports.

The Government of Saskatchewan is committed to 
supporting the helium sector’s ongoing growth through 
the Helium Action Plan and its deliverables.

For more information, contact:

Rick Musleh
Deputy Director, Investment
Ministry of Trade and Export Development
(306)539-1229
Email: rick.musleh@gov.sk.ca

mailto:rick.musleh%40gov.sk.ca?subject=
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is accurate as of July 2021; however, the Government of Saskatchewan accepts no liability 
for any actions taken as a result of the information contained herein.

Oil & Gas Processing 
Investment Incentive (OGPII)

Overview
The Oil and Gas Processing Investment Incentive (OGPII) 
offers transferable oil and gas royalty/freehold production 
tax credits for qualified greenfield or brownfield projects 
at a rate of 15 per cent of eligible program costs. OGPII 
is open to value-added projects across all segments of 
Saskatchewan’s oil, gas, and helium sector as well as 
chemical fertilizer facilities. Eligible projects include:
• Refineries/upgrading facilities (ex. partial upgraders, 

asphalt production, and sulphur removal units);
• Petrochemical facilities (ex. methanol, ammonia, 

polypropylene, olefins, and ethylene);
• Associated gas commercialization projects (ex. 

processing facilities, waste-gas-to-power etc.);
 º Regional gas-gathering projects and projects with 

multiple phases may also be considered under a 
single project application;

• Helium processing or liquefaction facilities;
• Carbon capture, utilization, and storage for enhanced 

oil recovery;
• Commercialization of oil and gas production 

byproduct and waste products (ex. lithium extraction 
from produced water); and,

• Chemical fertilizer facilities.

Enabling infrastructure that is directly linked and 
dedicated to an eligible project may also be considered. 
Examples of this include: 
• Gas-gathering pipeline systems
• Transmission pipeline
• Rail loading facilities and rail spur lines

Program Highlights

• The credits are fully transferable; non-producers/
non-royalty payers have the ability to transfer 
credits to oil and gas royalty/freehold production 
taxpayers. Also, OGPII encourages multi-company 
projects as costs can be incurred by a firm other 
than the principal applicant.

• OGPII has a project-specific awarded credit cap of 
CAD$75 million (i.e. a CAD$500 million project) for 
oil, gas, and helium projects and CAD$70 million 
for chemical fertilizer projects.

• Credits can be claimed at a rate of 20% of total 
credits in the first calendar year of operations, 30% 
in the second calendar year and 50% in the third 
calendar year.

• OGPII can be used alongside other incentive and 
grant programs available in Saskatchewan.

• Costs incurred from January 1, 2018, onward, may 
be recognized as eligible.

For more information, contact:
Brett Keller
Manager, Energy Economics, Energy Policy,
Ministry of Energy and Resources
Phone: (306) 798-0549
Email: ogpii@gov.sk.ca

Eligibility
1. Must be a value-added project in any segment 

of Saskatchewan’s oil, gas, helium, or chemical 
fertilizer industry.

2. Must result in a significant increase to processing 
capacity (for brownfield projects).

3. Must include at least CAD$10 million in eligible 
costs. 

4. It has not become operational before the eligible 
project application is submitted.

mailto:ogpii@gov.sk.ca
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is accurate as of July 2021; however, the Government of Saskatchewan accepts no liability 
for any actions taken as a result of the information contained herein.

Oil Infrastructure
Investment Program (OIIP)

Overview
The Oil Infrastructure Investment Incentive (OIIP) offers 
transferable royalty/freehold production tax credits 
for qualified projects at a rate of 20 per cent of eligible 
program costs. OIIP recognizes all costs necessary to 
construct and bring an approved project into service. 

The OIIP is open to new or expanded: 
• transmission pipelines.
• feeder pipelines (including trunk and branch pipeline 

systems).
• pipeline terminals. 
• Enabling infrastructure investments, that is directly 

linked and dedicated to an eligible project and is 
required to bring that project into service, may also be 
considered as eligible. 

Natural gas pipelines, crude-by-rail infrastructure, and 
emulsion flow lines are not eligible for the OIIP.

The OIIP is open to applications until March 31, 2025.

Eligibility:
1. Must directly increases pipeline capacity in 

Saskatchewan.
2. Must include at least $10 million in eligible project 

costs.
3. Must not be operational prior to an OIIP application 

being submitted.
4. Must not be redundant service.

Program Highlights
• The credits are fully transferable which gives non-

producers/non-royalty payers an opportunity to 
benefit from the program, because they have the 
ability to transfer credits to royalty payers under 
the contractual terms of their choosing. Also, OIIP 
encourages multi-company projects as costs can 
be incurred by a firm other than the principal 
applicant. 

• OIIP has a project-specific royalty credit cap of $40 
million (i.e. a maximum of up to $200 million in 
recognized eligible costs per project project).

• Credits can be claimed at a rate of 20% of total 
credits in the first calendar year of operations, 30% 
in the second calendar year, and 50% in the third 
calendar year. 

• OIIP can be used in conjunction with other 
incentive and grant programs available in 
Saskatchewan.

• Costs incurred from January 1, 2018, onward may 
be recognized as eligible.

For more information, contact:
Brett Keller
Manager, Energy Economics, Energy Policy,
Ministry of Energy and Resources
Phone: (306) 798-0549
Email: oiip@gov.sk.ca

mailto:ogpii@gov.sk.ca
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Overview
The Saskatchewan Petroleum Innovation Incentive 
(SPII) offers transferable oil and gas royalty/freehold 
production tax credits for qualified innovation 
commercialization projects at a rate of 25 per cent of 
eligible program costs. The program targets a broad 
range of innovations deployed across all segments of 
Saskatchewan’s oil, gas, or helium industry, with respect 
to the following eligible activities:

• Improving oil, gas, or helium recovery;
• Managing adverse environmental impacts;
• Increasing value-added processing capacity; or
• Commercializing oil, gas, or helium production  

byproducts or waste products.

SPII program is open to both pilot projects and 
commercial scaling projects – giving applicants the 
ability to test their innovations in a pilot setting then 
deploy them at larger commercial scales. In addition, 
projects executed on multiple sites and projects that in-
clude multiple phases may be considered eligible to the 
program under a single project application.

The Ministry of Energy and Resources may recognize 
the second and third deployment of an innovation 
as eligible projects. These projects will be considered 
as eligible as long as they satisfy one of the following 
criteria:

• The project is being carried out in the same 
production area and is considered necessary in 
order to overcome substantial technical validation 
challenges or proof of concept challenges; or

• The project is being conducted in a different pro-
duction area of the province and under different 
operating conditions that pose significant new 
technical challenges.

 

Eligibility
1. Must be an eligible innovation:

a. Minimum “Technology Readiness Level” of 7 is 
required.

b. Pilot – The innovation is the first-of-its-kind in 
Saskatchewan’s oil, gas, or helium industry or is a 
significant advancement of the current state of the 
art in Saskatchewan’s oil, gas, or helium industry.

c. Commercial Scaling – The innovation is being 
demonstrated on a significantly different 
commercial scale that has no technical equivalent 
in Saskatchewan’s oil, gas, or helium industry and it 
poses significant new technical challenges.

2. Must be associated with an eligible activity.
3. Must include at least CAD$1 million in eligible costs.
4. Must not be operational prior to applying.

Program Highlights
• The credits are fully transferable which gives non-pro-

ducers/non-royalty payers an opportunity to benefit 
from the program, because they have the ability to 
transfer credits to oil and gas royalty/freehold pro-
duc-tion tax payers. Also, SPII encourages multi-com-
pany projects as costs can be incurred by a firm other 
than the principal applicant.

• SPII has a project-specific awarded credit cap of CAD 
$5 million (i.e. a maximum of up to CAD$20 million in 
recognized eligible costs per project).

• SPII can be used alongside other incentive and grant 
programs available in Saskatchewan.

• Costs incurred from January 1, 2018, onward, may be 
recognized as eligible.

For more information, contact:
Teigan Trew
Manager of Royalty Programs, Energy Policy,
Ministry of Energy and Resources 
Phone: (306) 787-2604
Email: spii@gov.sk.ca 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is accurate as of October 2021; however, the Government of Saskatchewan accepts no liability for any 
actions taken as a result of the information contained herein.

Saskatchewan Petroleum  
Innovation Incentive (SPII)
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SCALE

Mineral showings displayed on this map represent a subset of those present in the 
Saskatchewan Mineral Deposits Index. Although the Saskatchewan Ministry of Energy 
and Resources has exercised all reasonable care in the compilation, interpretation and 
production of this map, it is not possible to ensure total accuracy, and all persons who 
rely on the information contained herein do so at their own risk. The Ministry of Energy 
and Resources and the Government of Saskatchewan do not accept liability for any 
errors, omissions or inaccuracies that may be included in, or derived from, this map.

Recommended Citation:
Saskatchewan Geological Survey (2022): Resource Map of Saskatchewan, 2022 
Edition; Saskatchewan Ministry of Energy and Resources, Saskatchewan Geological 
Survey, Miscellaneous Report 2022-1.

Footnotes:
¹

²

Exploration projects shown on the map are those with existing NI 43-101 compliant Mineral 
Reserve/Resource Estimates, in addition to some with historical (non-NI 43-101 compliant) 
resource estimates and other selected projects.

Helium exploration wells are non-confidential, non-abandoned wells with a gas analysis 
submitted to the Government of Saskatchewan showing greater than 0.5% helium. 
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Base metal potential

Uranium potential

Gold potential

Major peat resource
potential

Oil pool

Gas pool

Coal field

Lithium potential Phanerozoic Basin edge

1 Road

City

Town

Forest products mill

Helium potential

Bitumen (oil sands) potential

Potash and salt resource area Cratonic element boundariesCommercial forestry

Kimberlite

Producing mine

Past producing mine

Exploration project¹
Mill with past producing mine

Grouping of past producing
mines within a region

Petroleum processing/refining
Exploration project with multiple
commodities

Metallic Minerals
Gold

Copper, Zinc and/or
Lead

Energy Materials

Helium²

Geothermal

Coal

Lithium

Uranium

Industrial Materials and Gemstones

Clay

Peat / Leonardite

Potash / Salt

Silica Sand

Sodium, Magnesium and
Potassium-Sulphate

Diamonds

Iron

Rare Earth
Elements

Copper, Nickel, 
Cobalt and/or PGE

#* 1. Santoy mining complex

"

#*

) 2. Jolu (mill, suspended 2014; 
    mine, closed); Jasper-James
    (mines, closed)

"

#*

) 3. Seabee

#*

4. Contact Lake

#*

5. Decade (Mallard Lake)

#*

6. Komis, EP

#*

7. Prince Albert (Monarch)

#*

8. Roy Lloyd (suspended 2014)

!

#*

( 9. Bootleg, Newcor,
    Henning-Maloney
10. Amisk or Laurel Lake
11. Box, Athona
12. Golden Heart
13. Greywacke
14. Ithingo
15. JoJay
16. Manson Bay (MAN-1)
17. Memorial

18. North Lake
19. Porky Lake
20. Preview-PAP
21. Tower Lake, Corner
      Lake, Birch Crossing

#*22. Anglo Rouyn

#*23. Birch Lake

#*24. Flin Flon, Callinan

#*25. Western Nuclear
     (Hanson Lake)

!

#*

( 26. Konuto Lake, Flexar,
     Coronation
27. Axis Lake
28. Bigstone Lake
29. Borys Lake (Watts)

30. Brabant-McKenzie
31. Brownell Lake
32. FON, Abbott Lake

33. George Lake
34. Janice Lake
35. Knife Lake (Mokoman)
36. McIlvenna Bay
37. Schotts Lake

#*38. Rottenstone
39. Dunlop
40. Gochager Lake

!< 41. Midwest (Main & A)
42. Swan Lake

!< 43. West Bear

44. Kelsey Lake

45. Nyberg Lake or
     VH (Vern Hogg)
46. Triana Iron

#* 47. Cigar Lake
#* 48. Eagle Point
#* 49. McArthur River

"

#*

) 50. Key Lake

"

#*

) 51. McClean Lake

"

#*

) 52. Rabbit Lake

#*53. Cluff Lake

#*54. Collins Bay, 
      Collins Bay A

#*55. Gunnar
56. Nisto

!

#*

( 57. Uranium City region
     (e.g., Ace, Fay, Verna)

#*

58. Arrow
59. Centennial
60. Fox Lake
61. Fraser Lakes B Zone

62. Gryphon
63. Horseshoe, Raven
64. Huskie, Tthe Heldeth
      Túé (formerly J-Zone), 
      Roughrider

65. McClean Lake (Caribou,
     McClean North, Sue D,
     Sue E)

!< 41. Midwest (Main & A)
66. Millennium
67. Paul Bay, Ken Pen,
      and Orora
68. Phoenix
69. Shea Creek (Anne,
     Colette, Kianna)
70. Tamarack
71. Triple R

!< 43. West Bear

72. Alces Lake
73. Hoidas Lake/
     JAK zone

75. Prairie Lithium
     pilot well

76. DEEP pilot well

# 77. Poplar River
# 78. Estevan

#* 82. Allan
#* 83. Belle Plaine
#* 84. Bethune
#* 85. Colonsay
#* 86. Cory
#* 87. K-1, 2, and

     3 Esterhazy
#* 88. Lanigan

#* 89. Patience Lake
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